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New Jersey Symphony announces
2025 Lunar New Year Composition Competition

NEWARK, NJ-New Jersey Symphony is calling on New Jersey-based composers of all
backgrounds, ages and ability levels to submit their own solo piano arrangement of the
Korean folk song “Arirang.”

The winner’s arrangement will be performed at the Symphony’s Lunar New Year
Celebration on January 25, 2025, by pianist Min Kwon. Leading up to the performance,
the winner will also participate in at least one workshop with Kwon. Additionally, the
winner will receive four free tickets to the performance, plus two additional tickets to a
New Jersey Symphony classical subscription concert of their choice.

The arrangement should be written for advanced solo piano and be under four minutes
in duration. At the beginning of each line in the score, the measures must be
numbered.

The deadline for submissions is Friday, November 1 at 11:59 pm. The winner will receive
a $500 honorarium and will be announced by the end of November.

Apply here at njsymphony.org/callforscores and for more information contact Erin
Norton at enorton@njsymphony.org.

About the New Jersey Symphony

The Emmy and GRAMMY Award-winning New Jersey Symphony is redefining what it
means to be a nationally leading, relevant orchestra in the 21st century. The Symphony
is renewing its deeply rooted commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion by
championing new, and often local, artists; engaging audiences for whom the inspiring
depth and breadth of classical music will be a new experience; and incorporating the
broadest possible representation in all aspects of our organization-all to better reflect
and serve our vibrant communities.

Internationally renowned Chinese American conductor Xian Zhang began her tenure as
the New Jersey Symphony’s current music director in 2016. Since her arrival, Zhang
has revitalized programming with an industry-leading commitment to diversity, equity
and inclusion in mainstage concerts. Since 2021, Zhang has worked together with
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composer, violinist, educator and social-justice advocate Daniel Bernard Roumain, the
orchestra's Resident Artistic Catalyst, to offer programming that connects with
diverse communities in Newark and throughout New Jersey. In 2024, Allison Loggins-
Hull will succeed DBR as the orchestra’s next Resident Artistic Partner.

In the 2024-25 season, the New Jersey Symphony will present Voice of Nature: the
Anthropocene with Renée Fleming, Billy Childs’ Diaspora, Daniel Freiberg’s Latin
American Chronicles, Allison Loggins-Hull’s Can You See?, Qasim Naqvi’s God Docks at
Death Harbor and Gabriela Ortiz’s Kauyumari. Classical favorites on the season include
Ludwig van Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9, “Choral,” Gustav Holst’s The Planets—An HD
Odyssey, Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s Scheherazade and Igor Stravinsky’s Suite from
The Firebird. Artistic partnerships include Paquito D’Rivera and his quintet, as part of
the TD James Moody Jazz Festival; Nimbus Dance performing with The Firebird and
God Docks at Death Harbor; Montclair State University Chorale performing on three
programs; as well as Peking University Alumni Chorus and Starry Arts Children’s
Chorus appearing on the Lunar New Year Celebration concert with Xian Zhang.

For more information about the New Jersey Symphony, visit njsymphony.org or email
information@njsymphony.org. Tickets are available for purchase by phone
1.800.ALLEGRO (255.3476) or on the Orchestra's website.

The New Jersey Symphony's programs are made possible in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, along with many other foundations, corporations and
individual donors.
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